
THE GOD WHO OPENS DOORS Acts 12:1-17 
I 

In this remarkable story of Peter airaculouB deliverance 

frca prieon, we may experience soae stretohing at our credl­

bl11ty •• as about other airaeles reported in the Bible. 

But William Barclay says: 

In this story we do not necessarily need to see a 
miracle. It may be that tbe story 18 one of a thrilling 
rescue and escape. Even if it were such it would still 
have been told in the same terms because, however it 
happened, the hand of God vas meet defintely 1n it. 

But the theological problem 1a more difficult for Ne 

than the history. And that is this "Why are 80(\l,e people de­

livered and others are not?" I imagine that the early Church 

prayed hard for J8n!s. the brother of John - just as hard 88 

it did for Peter, yet he vas was not delivered •••he was put 

to death with a sword. Prayers are not always answered like 

we want thea to be. Deliverance does not always came accord­

ing to our t1Jlaetable. Peter escaped, Ja-es did not. 

Indeed J Jesus did not either. Reme~r how be prayed tor 

deliYerance •• but that was not poss11be and Jesus died on 

the cross. What can we say? Well, we can say is that while 

God always delivers us, he doesn't always deliyer ~ as ve 

think he should. Be ond the cross there is Easter. Ood does 

deliYer •• and I belleye in deliverance •• god is able to 

deliver u~ fro. prisons. 

There are various kinds of' prisons, other than those wbich 

restra1n and ltait us physically. Hawthorne wrote: -Wbat 



dungeon is so dark 8S one's own heart . What jailer is so 

inexorable as one's self?" :z-

Same are prisoners of their own prejudices . They are 

locked in their preconceived notions and cannot escape. We put 

people in pigeon holes, then rejeft the pigeon holes. 

Then sane are prisoners of their own patterns. They get 

in a rut and shout their motto: ·We've never done it that w81 

before- . We do not have to be locked into the pattern. of 

the past, especially the bad ones . We can, by the grace of 

God, change tor the better . 

Samett.es we are prisoners of our own past. Just because 

we once thought a certain way we think we have to think like 

that always . It does take courage to say: -I know what I 

once thought , but I've gained new insight . I feel dttferently 

now· My aind is .ade uP. don ' t confuse me with 'acts . 

EIlIerson said: ".1 foolieh consbtenc1' i8 the hobglobin of little 

minds. " 

At. leaet half the trouble in the world today is caused 

by people who, having once made a mistake, think they have to 

defend it until death. And we keep escalating our errors. 

As Christians , tho, we do not have to be locked into the 

past. 

Howeyer we understand the story of Peter's deliverance, I 

think the .ost u.portant point is that the God of the Bible 
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is a God who opens doors. In the Old Testament that is what 3 

God is always doing . He is leading people fro. bondage into 

freedom, from darknes! into light. The exodus trOll! Egypt 

is an exuple of what God is always doing • • opening doors, 

present a w8Y. 

In the New Testament, Jesus took t o the pulpit of his 

home town church to speak one daT • • and wbat did he choose 

to read? The passage fro. the book of Isaiah which S8yS: 

-The spirit of the Lord is upon ae, because he has anointed 

.a to preach good news to the poor, He has sent ae to pro­

cla1a release to the captives- . (Isaiah 61:1- 2; Luke h:1H) 

One of the earliest titles given to Jesus was 'soter' which 

is. Greek word we UBually translate 'savior '. It literally 

means 'liberator ' . Christ was the one who liberated people; 

he freed thea from the past and liberated them for the future. 

He freed .an from guilt concerning the past and froa anxiety 

concerning the future so that they could live in love in the 

present . 

The God of the Bible is the God who opens doors . 

Ernest Cuphell a... nWlber of years ago preached a seraon 

with the interesting tile of -Locked in a Roo. with Open 

The title came froa a chap\er head in a book called 

"Masks of Life and Love" bT Hans Sachs . The story behind the 



title was in the opening paragraph: ( 
"In a family of ~ acquaintance there were tvo 

brothers, the younger of who. bad an ld1usyncracy: a 

dread of open doors. The older one bec ..e iapatlent, 

as older brothers vill, and, wanting to break bta of 

hie habit, he threatened: ~One day I will lock you up 

in a roo. with open doors'". 

~bat a provocatiye picture those words portray. ftLocked 

in a roan with all the doors appn. 

But, actually, according to Jesus, that is the way it 

is with the world. Tbe world is God's hOlle, and in God'. 

hoae all the windows and doors are open. So.etiaes, like 

the younger brother in the story, we are frightened by all 

the openness, and we want a bit aore privacy. We want to rope 

orf • section for ourselYes and keep out our neighbors. All 

that openness is nsky •• and it frightens us. 

But the God of the Bible 1s a God of oepn doors. 

You and I do not bave to be locked into our prejudices 

and patterns of the past. We are free to become what Ood in­

tended for us to be, and what he wants us to beca.e. And 

probably the biggest thing holdlng us back is ourselyes . 

Under God ve can refuse to be pri.oners of our preju­

dices and our past .1stakes, and sins. We can go out into 

the vorld and put our &rIl8 around the world and around each 



, 

other •• and 10'1'. the world and one antoehr as God loves 

the world and as he 10Te8 us. 

In the lest book or the Bible there are all sorts of 

weird and sy1Ibollc utterancea, aall1\'ot thea difficult to 

understand. But at least one seema crystal clear. In the 

admonition to the Churcb in Philadelphi•• one of the seven 

churches in Asla Minor, to which aessagea are addressed. it 

ls said that the cburch has "little power·, but has never the­

le8s reaalned f.ithful. 

And what 115 the .eea.ge to that church? It is this: 

"Behold, I have set before TOu an open door". Now we do not 
(lleT 3:20) 

know whether or not the Christiana ot the Philadelphia Church 

vent thru that open door. 

But I supp08e • .ore iaportant point 1s: ·Will ve go thru 


